
 WALK 6 - Tarka Trail to Iddesleigh, back via Furzepark Cross  

7½ miles, approx 4 hours, mostly trail out and quiet lanes back  

A beautiful longish walk starting in Dolton village square, following the Tarka Trail all the way to the Duke of York pub in Idde-

sleigh, recently famous for its connections with “War Horse” and good for a refreshment stop. Can be muddy when wet, but the 

return is largely on quiet lanes and paths. 

• From the Square, go past the village shop and down Church 

Street, passing St Edmund’s Church. Turn right and after 100 

yds continue down the hill to the right-hand bend and the 

Dolton village sign. 

• Opposite the Dolton sign (end of Cleave Farm lane), enter 

the wide field gate and go straight down the steepest part to 

the stile at the bottom. Cross the bridge, go through a gate on 

the left and rise through two more fields, keeping the hedge 

on your right. 

• At the top a wide gate facing you joins the concrete lane of 

Ham Farm, cross this lane and up over the stile into a field, 

keeping to the hedge on your left. Cross the stile beside Ham 

farmhouse and continue down this field keeping the hedge on 

your left. 

• Cross the bridge and stile, keep the hedge to your left up to 

the top of this field, through a gate and diagonally across the 

next field, aiming left of a cluster of trees in the far corner. 

Cross another stile and continue in the same direction through 

the next field to the far corner, at Staple Cross.  

• Cross the road into Staple Farm lane, go down this track 

passing a bungalow on your right and barns on your left, then 

over two stiles in the fence, turning right towards a gateway. 

Through the gate follow the hedge on the right to the stile at 

the bottom.  

• Follow the signs through the woodland and across the 

bridge into an irregular shaped field. Head straight up to the 

ridge, where the exit lane becomes visible on the far side. 

This track, sometimes muddy, soon joins another: keep 

straight and you soon emerge in Upcott hamlet. Turn left past 

the farm, then immediate right down a rough track. 
• Pass one signpost in the lane then further down, go left over a sign-

posted stile and across the field, aiming slightly downhill for a gate-

way in the opposite hedge. Then head right, towards the centre of 

some trees at the bottom. Cross the bridge over the twisting stream, 

emerging to follow a fence on the right; continue across this field 

passing farm buildings on your left and onto the farm lane. 

• Ignoring farm buildings on the right, follow this lane all the 

way to Coombe Cottage, with lovely views of Dartmoor 

ahead. Go straight across the road and down through East 

Park farmyard. At the bottom turn right  and follow Park Lane 

until you emerge in the middle of Iddesleigh, where you will 

probably be ready for a break at the Duke of York! [Note footpath just before end of Park Lane, continue from here] 
…….. 

• Go back to the footpath sign in Park Lane and turn left up across this field uphill keeping the hedge on your left, and 

through the gate. Cross the next field diagonally right, to the far corner gate and emerge onto the road. 

• Turn right along this road, crossing your earlier route at Coombe Cottage. Continue along this quiet lane, passing the 

three properties of Whitemoor hamlet and some bends in the road until a sharp left followed by sharp right. On the 

right bend, follow the footpath sign along a short lane into North Hall.  

• At the gate (please leave it as you find it), continue in the same direction across the gravel drive, passing the house 

on your right and through the small doorway opposite into a small garden area, across which is the stile into the 

field. Bear slightly left down this field until you find the stile into the woods. 

• Go down through the woods and across the stream - there are waymarks in the woods but these can be hard to find. 

Carefully follow the waymark arrows and be sure to locate the next before losing sight of the previous one. There are 

some very wet spots but the marked path avoids most of these. After crossing the stream you should find the path up 

to a stile where you exit the woods.  

• There are marker posts up and to your left where you cross the fence and on to the gate in the far corner, where you 

emerge onto the lane to Pewson Barton. Turn right on this lane which rises to meet the road.  

• Turn right and follow this quiet road to the crossroads at Furzepark Cross where there is an iron bench opposite. 

Straight across, and it is about a mile to Dolton  where, after climbing Stafford Hill, you turn left to the centre of the 

village and back to the Square. You could also take the route shown on the map by climbing into the field just after the sewage works and 

head to the left of the village hall to return to the village centre. 


